
 

January 2020 Mixed Bag Questions  

1. Who financed the CIA’s use of the survey vessel Glomar Challenger to hunt for a 

sunken Russian submarine? 

2. What was Diana, Princess of Wales’ maiden name? 

 

3. What does the Latin term “mea culpa” mean? 

  

4. In the nursery rhyme, what was Jack Sprat’s wife unable to eat? 

  

5. On what river does each of the following Tasmanian cities lie? 

(a) Devonport 

(b) Launceston 

(c) Hobart 

 

6. Air is a mixture of gases. Which gas predominates? 

 

7. Which song contains the words “no help below us, above us only sky?” 

 

8. Which film director said: “I deny that I said actors are like cattle. I said they should 

be treated like cattle” 

 

9. Which of the following words is most similar in meaning to “curmudgeonly”? 

Irascible, pedantic, imperious, importune 
 

10. Complete these three animal-related clichés 

(a) To put the cart ……. 

(b) The best-laid plans ……… 

(c) To back the ………. 

 

HARDER QUESTIONS: 
 

11. Which European country requires all able-bodied men to own and maintain fire-

arms? 

 

12. Can you decipher the titles of these Christmas songs? 

a) Jubilation to the Global Ecosystem  

b) Youthful percussionist of diminutive stature 

     c) Festoon the Corridors 

     d) A triad of vessels was beheld by an individual whose identity is best described 

  by recourse to the use of the perpendicular pronoun 

   



    e) The spectator in the previous part of the question was also witness to an act of 

 osculation involving that person's maternal parent and a yule-tide related 

 mythic hirsute personage of considerable girth 

    f) Nocturnal period characterised by a total dearth of aural stimuli 

    g) The phrase “Personages of regal rank and Asian derivation with numerical 

 extent equivalent to that of the lowest odd prime number” aptly defines us 

 

13. Which country has the largest Hindu population outside of the Asian mainland? 

  

14. What common indoor sports use equipment made from Crystallite? 

 

15. Why did Alexander Graham Bell never bother to telephone either his wife or his 

mother? 

 

16. Which is the “Thunder Dragon Kingdom”? 

 

17. How did Reg Spiers get from London to Perth in 1964? 

 

18. In 1933, a referendum was held in Western Australia on whether to secede from 

Australia. What percentage of the voters were in favour? 

 

19. Who is the only Australian Prime Minister not to have been born in either Australia 

or the UK and where was he/she born? 

 

20. Moves to change the name of which city to BRIMAQUONX have so far been 

unsuccessful? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANSWERS: 

1. Howard Hughes 

 

2. Spencer 

3. “It’s my fault” or “I am responsible” 

4. lean meat 

5. (a) Mersey   (b) Tamar   (c) Derwent 

6. Nitrogen 

7. Imagine 

8. Alfred Hitchcock 

9. Irascible 

10. (a) … before the horse  (b) … of mice and men gang oft aglee  (c) … wrong horse 

 

HARDER: 
 

11. Switzerland 

12. a. Joy to the World    b. The Little Drummer Boy    c. Deck the Halls 
d. I Saw Three Ships   e. I Saw Mummy Kissing Santa Claus   f. Silent Night  

g. We Three Kings of Orient Are 
 

13. The USA 

14. Snooker, pool and billiards balls 

15. Because they were both deaf 

16. Bhutan 

17. He posted himself 

18. 66% 

19. Chris Watson, born: 9 April 1867, Valparaíso, Chile 

20. New York (based on the first two letters of each of its five boroughs) 


